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Letters to the Editor 

Power of Prayer

My father Carmine De 
Rosa was diagnosed with 
a rare cancer. He accept-
ed his diagnosis and nev-
er gave up hope, and his 
faith gave him strength. 
Two years ago in August 
he was given 3 days to live, 
and was told he would not 
make it to my 21st birth-
day in November. We as a 
family fought hard, and 
together with my parish 
priest and community we 
all prayed for a miracle, I 
myself have never prayed 
so hard to Saint Anthony. 

Well, the Wonder-Work-
er answered our prayers, 
and papà managed to make 
it to my 21st birthday (see 
above photo taken during 
my 21st birthday party, I 
am at the centre and papà 
is on my left). That was the 
best night of my life!

Unfortunately, papà 
passed away in December. 
Although he is no longer 
with us, St. Anthony still 
answered our prayers as 
he was at my 21st birth-
day and we were all able to 
celebrate as a family. Not 
only did the Saint perform 
this miracle for us, I also 
managed to pass my uni-
versity exams and graduate 
three months after papà’s 
passing.

I would like to thank 
the Saint for listening to 

us and for blessing us with 
this wonderful miracle. I 
know papà has gone to a 
better place, and is no lon-
ger suffering or in pain.

I write this letter in 
order to thank the Saint 
and to give hope and faith 
to any of our readers who 
may be in the same or a 
similar situation. I hope 
this letter will encourage 
them to pray to St. Antho-
ny – for he always answers 
our prayers!

Stephanie D. R.; 
Trinity G., SA; Australia

And we thank you for 
sharing this uplifting story with 
us. Your letter reminds us of St. 
Paul’s exhortation in 1 Thes-
salonians 5:16-18, “Rejoice 

always, pray without ceasing, 
give thanks in all circumstanc-
es; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you.”

Low Sunday

I was told that Qua-
simodo, the name of the 
hunchback of Notre Dame, 
is in some way connected to 
Low Sunday. Is that right?

C.J.; 
Yaoundé; Cameroon.

The first Sunday after 
Easter is called after the In-
troit of the day: Quasimodo 
geniti infantes… This means 
‘As new-born babes…’ and is 
derived from 1 Peter 11:2. This 
Sunday is the presumed birth-
day of Victor Hugo’s famous 
character.

Unsuitable Article

I was astounded when 
I read Judie Gulley’s Christ-
mas Spirit article on p. 44 of 
the December 2015 issue 
of this magazine. Modern 
society encourages chil-

dren to grow up far too 
quickly. If this story was 
read by any child it would 
take away their innocence 
and destroy their image of 
Christmas. Children enjoy 
the excitement of putting 
up the crib, participating 
in school Nativity Plays, 
joining in the carols sing-
ing, etc.

I have two grandsons, 
aged 8 and 10, who are 
avid readers. As soon as I 
read this article I phoned 
my son to warn him not 
to let his children read the 
article.

What really surprised 
me was the fact that I al-
ways enjoyed Judie Gulley’s 
articles. She has such an 
understanding of the trau-
ma children sometimes go 
through, but that article 
seemed completely out of 
character.

P.M.; 
Co Armagh; N. Ireland.

We believe the problem 
with the article was partly due 
to the lines, “As they [children] 
aged, and realized Santa Claus 
was actually Mom and Dad, 

What will 
the Lord give me 

for Easter?

Easter’s greatest gift is… HOPE!

Granny’s Thoughts by Louis Dainese
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This year the Saint of 
Padua has decided that he 
has been away far too long 
from his beloved devotees 
in the Philippines. The rel-
ics were last there in Febru-
ary 1996, exactly 20 years 
ago, in conjunction with 
the 800th centenary of his 
birth. Our Saint has there-
fore decided to come from 
20 April to 2 of May this 
year in the form of two rel-
ics, one of which, the Saint’s 
floating rib, was venerated 
by Pope Francis 16 years 
ago in Argentina. The same 
relic had earlier been vener-
ated by Sr. Lucia of Fatima 
when it was taken to her 
convent in Coimbra, Portu-
gal. The other relic is a piece 
of the Saint’s skin.

The relics from the Ba-
silica in Padua will be ac-
companied by our editor, 
Fr. Mario Conte. At least 
one Holy Mass will be cel-
ebrated in each venue listed 
herein, with ample time set 
aside for veneration:

20 April (morning): 
The Shrine of St. Therese 
of the Child Jesus, Newport 
Blvd, Pasay, Metro Manila 
– Opening Mass
20 April (afternoon):
St. Anthony de Padua
Parish, Valley 1, Parañaque
City
21 April (morning):
St. Anthony of Padua
Parish, Singalong, Manila
21 April (afternoon):
San Lazaro Chapel (for the
sick and hospital patients)
Sta Cruz, Manila
21 April (evening)
22 April (morning):
San Augustin Parish;
Moonwalk, Parañaque City
22 April (noon):
Makati Medical Center
(for doctors, medical staff
and the sick); Makati City
22 April (afternoon):
National Shrine of Our
Lady of Guadalupe Parish,
Makati City
23 April (morning):
St. Francis of Assisi Parish,
Mandaluyong City

23 April (afternoon): 
St. Anthony Parish, Silang, 
Cavite
24 April: (morning): 
St. Joseph Formation 
House, Tagaytay City
25 April (morning): 
Archdiocese of Palo
25 April (afternoon): 
St. Anthony Shrine Parish, 
Sulangan, Guiuan, Eastern 
Samar
26 April (afternoon): 
St. Anthony of Padua Friary, 
Dolores, Eastern Samar
28 April (morning): 
St. Maximilian Mary 
Kolbe Parish, Novaliches, 
Quezon City
28 April (evening)
29 April (morning): 
St. Anthony of Padua 
Parish, Batasan Hills, 
Quezon City
29 April (afternoon): 
San Francisco de Assisi 
Parish, Binangonan, Rizal
30 April (morning): 
Our Lady of Peace and 
Good Voyage, Antipolo 
City, Rizal 

30 April (afternoon): 
St. Anthony de Padua 
Shrine, Pila, Laguna
1 May: 
San Antonio de Padua 
Parish, Tonsuya, Malabon;
Immaculate Concepcion 
Parish, Concepcion, 
Malabon
(Diocese of Kalookan)
2 May (morning): 
San Juan City of the 
Archdiocese of Manila
2 May (afternoon): 
St. Ezekiel Monero Oratory 
(Diocese of Parañaque) – 
Concluding Mass

For more information 
and updates regarding 
Mass times, veneration, 
and addresses: 
-PLDT Manila telephone
lines: (02) 5565201 & 
(02) 8294979;
-call or send text messages
to OFMConv PLDT Plus
lines: 6325336411 &
6325336403
-https://www.facebook.
com/CONVENTUALS/

St. Anthony in the Philippines

the demands seemed even 
greater.”

Quite obviously that article 
is not for children aged 8 or 10! 
Judie Gulley’s articles, as with 

all the articles in the magazine, 
are written exclusively with an 
adult readership in mind. It is 
for this reason that we have set 
aside a small section dedicated 

exclusively to children, this is 
the Messenger Junior section on 
pages 46 and 47. 

We agree with you quite 
fully that modern society en-

courages children to grow up 
far too quickly, and we are 
sorry that this misunderstand-
ing has caused such an incon-
venience in your family.� ✦

St. Anthony in one of Manila’s 
shanty towns in 1996
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Sr. Lucia of Fatima venerating the relic 
in Coimbra, Portugal, in 1995

Archbishop Bergoglio with the Floating 
Rib reliquary in the year 2000
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